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Suggested Activities for Reporting
2002 STAR Results to Parents/Guardians

For the fifth year, California public school students in grades 2 through 11 took part in
the state’s Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The spring 2002 admin-
istration included two major components: the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the
Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition, Form T (Stanford 9). The CSTs addressed
state-adopted academic content standards for the subject area and grade level assessed. In
addition to the designated STAR tests in English, districts were required to administer
the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), to Spanish-
speaking English learners who had been enrolled in California public schools less than 12

months at the time of testing. School districts are to report individual student results for
all parts of the STAR Program to parents/guardians within 20 working days after they are
received in the district.

Parents/Guardians as Part of the School Team

Educating children is a team effort. Parents/guardians, students, schools, and communi-
ties benefit when there is shared responsibility for learning. To fully participate as part of
the school team, parents/guardians must have a good understanding of the role testing
plays in making sure that all students achieve state-adopted academic content standards
for English-language arts, mathematics, history-social science, and science. This includes
the total testing program that is initiated in the classroom and by schools, districts, and
the state.

The Reporting 2002 STAR Results to Parents/Guardians Assistance Packet is designed to
help schools and districts answer questions parents/guardians may have about the state’s
2002 STAR Program, including the California Standards Tests, the Stanford 9, Form T,
and the SABE/2. In addition to results of the 2002 administration of the CSTs and the
Stanford 9, the STAR Performance Report includes the California Reading List Number.
Since this is a fairly new addition, parents/guardians still want to know what this number
means for their student and how to use it to improve reading achievement.

This packet provides a detailed description of the testing program, graphic displays and
definitions for the STAR Performance Reports, sample letters to parents/guardians, and
sample STAR parent/guardian brochures. The Assistance Packet was developed with
input from teachers, parents/guardians, administrators, and school board members.

It is hoped that this material will assist in local, regional, and state efforts to help parents/
guardians become better informed and more involved in their students’ education. These
materials should be shared with district representatives who work with parent/commu-
nity and student leadership groups.

California Department of Education May 2002 Standards and Assessment Division
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Parent/Guardian Information Meetings

Schools and/or districts need to provide a variety of opportunities for sharing information with

parents/guardians. Suggested activities:

Try to plan at least one meeting with parents/guardians before school is out to share
information about the STAR Program.

Schedule a presentation about the 2002 STAR results at back-to-school nights or other
planned information sessions in the fall. Review the sample performance reports and
explain the types of student scores and other information parents/guardians receive.

Include information about STAR in back-to-school packets sent to parents/guardians
prior to the opening of school (see the Questions and Answers for Parents/Guardians
on page 8 or the sample parent brochure on page 44).

Work with parent/guardian leaders to offer neighborhood coffees to provide informa-
tion and answer parent/guardian questions and concerns.

Have teachers include STAR test results as a regular part of parent/guardian-teacher
conferences.

Inform parents/guardians when and how they can obtain the California Reading List
on the Internet, at schools, the district office, or local libraries.

Refer parents to the blueprints for the STAR tests at http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/
star/s2blueprt.html on the Internet. The blueprints provide a listing of the academic
content standards addressed on the STAR tests.

Immediate Assistance for Parents/Guardians

The schedule for reporting results suggests the need for setting up ways that parents/guardians

can receive immediate assistance, including:

Schedule staff members to be on hand at the school sites or at a central location for 2—
3 days after reports are distributed to answer parent/guardian questions and concerns.
Notify parents/guardians of the time and location for this assistance in the school/
home newsletter and in the cover letter for the STAR Performance Report.

Set up a STAR Information Hotline that parents/guardians can call to ask questions
about their student’s results. Advertise the hotline through the school/home newsletter,
the cover letter with the STAR Performance Report, the local newspaper, and other
available means.

Coordinate information about the California Reading List Number on the STAR
Performance Report with local libraries.

California Department of Education May 2002 Standards and Assessment Division
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* DProvide translations of student results in the home languages of parents/guardians
when possible. When translations are not possible, notify parents/guardians when,
where, and how language assistance is available. Each year, Spanish translations of the
sample materials and presentation masters for this assistance packet are posted on the
Internet at http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/star/star.html as soon as they are com-

pleted.

Student Communications

A primary purpose of individual student results is to provide information to parents/guardians
about their student’s academic progress toward achieving state academic content standards in
the subject areas tested. Students also want feedback about their results as soon as possible.
Suggested activities:

* Encourage parents/guardians to discuss the results with their children.

e Schedule student information sessions before school breaks for summer and/or after
school opens in the fall to share school results.

e Make sure student leaders are informed about how and when test results are to be
reported and what they mean.

* Prepare “answers-to-student questions” information for student newspapers for the
first edition in the fall.

* DProvide translations about the results for students who may need assistance in English.

Employee Information about STAR

District and school employees are key to the success of any communications effort. Parents/
guardians and community members turn to school employees for answers to their questions or
concerns about education. Activities to prepare employees for their role as key communicators
may include:

* Schedule information sessions to prepare all employees (classified and certificated) for
answering general questions about STAR and for explaining when, where, and how
parents/guardians can receive information and assistance.

* Provide employees with the written information that parents/guardians receive (e.g.,
parent/guardian brochures, questions and answers about the test results, the STAR
Performance Reports, and explanations about the results and the California Reading

List Number).

* Explain to employees when and what results will be placed on the Internet at htep://
star.cde.ca.gov on August 15, 2002 to prepare them for questions they may receive
from parents/guardians and other community members.

California Department of Education May 2002 Standards and Assessment Division
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Part of a Process

It is important that results of the STAR Program are seen as part of a comprehensive and
ongoing process for measuring how well students are moving toward achievement of state
content standards for key academic areas. Districts and schools need to:

* Share with staff, parents/guardians, students, and school board members the
ongoing process for evaluating student achievement.

* Show how the STAR results fit into the total evaluation process and alignment
of achievement goals to state academic content standards.

* Include parent/guardian and student leaders as part of the team with school and
district staff members to analyze STAR results with other student achievement
data to modify instruction to improve student learning.

California Department of Education May 2002 Standards and Assessment Division
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What is the STAR testing program?

One part of the state testing system is the Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. This program,
administered annually, was authorized in 1997 by state law
(Senate Bill 376). The purpose of the STAR Program is to
help measure how well students are learning basic academic

skills.

What tests are included in the STAR Program?

The STAR Program has three components:

¢ (California Standards Tests, based on state academic
content standards

¢ Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition, Form T
(Stanford 9), published by Harcourt Educational Measure-
ment

* Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition
(SABE/2), an achievement test in Spanish published by
CTB/McGraw-Hill

Who must take the California Standards Tests and
Stanford 9?

All students in grades 2 through 11 must take the California
Standards Tests and the Stanford 9 in English. Students
learning English and students in special education programs
are included. Only students whose Individualized Education
Program (IEP) specify alternate assessments to STAR testing
and students with written parent requests to exempt them do

not take the STAR tests.

Who must take the SABE/2?

In addition to taking the designated STAR tests in English,
Spanish-speaking English learners who have been enrolled in
California public schools less than 12 months are required to
take the SABE/2. This part of the STAR Program is optional
if the students have been enrolled in California public
schools 12 months or more.

What are the California Standards Tests?

The California Standards Tests were developed specifically
for California public schools. These tests are aligned to state-
adopted academic content standards in reading, writing,
mathematics, history-social science, and science. The
purpose of the California Standards Tests is to better align
the STAR Program with state academic content standards
that specify what students should know and be able to do at
every grade level.

Reporting 2002 STAR Results to Parents/Guardians

Questions and Answers for Parents/Guardians

What is the Stanford 9 test?

The Stanford 9 is a norm-referenced test. Results from this
test compare results of California students with those of a
national sample of students in the same grade.

What is the SABE/2?

The SABE/2 is an achievement test in Spanish. This test is
designed to measure how well Spanish-speaking English
learners are achieving basic academic skills. This test is
norm-referenced. That means it compares results of Califor-
nia students with results of a national sample of Spanish-
speaking students in bilingual classes.

What STAR tests were given in spring 2002?

Students in grades 2 through 11 were tested in reading,
writing, and mathematics. In addition, students in grades 2
through 8 were tested in spelling. Students in grades 9
through 11 also were tested in history-social science, and
science. The California Standards Tests in science only were
given to students completing a standards-based science
course. A complete listing of the STAR tests given in 2002
in all grade levels tested is outlined on page 11.

Who gave the STAR tests, and how long did they take?
Teachers who received special training gave the STAR tests at
the local school. It took 7 to 8 hours to complete the
California Standards Tests and the Stanford 9, depending on
the grade level. The SABE/2 added about 4 hours for
English learners. STAR testing was spread over several days.

How were the questions on the tests asked?

All of the test questions were in a multiple-choice format,
except for writing tasks given in grades 4 and 7 (see listing of
the tests given in each grade level on page 11). The multiple-
choice questions required students to select the correct
answer from four or five possible answers.

Can parents see the STAR tests?

No. The test questions can be seen only by students when
they take the tests. This security measure ensures that the
tests are fair for all students and that test questions can be
used for more than one year. The law requiring STAR
testing does allow local school boards to see the tests under
secure conditions.

California Department of Education
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What if parents do not want their student tested?
According to Education Code Section 60615, parents/
guardians may submit a written request to the principal of
their student’s school if they do not wish to have their
student take any or all parts of the STAR tests. Written
requests from parents/guardians must be honored.

Special Assistance

What was done to help students with special needs?
Most students with special needs took the test with all other
students under standard conditions. Certain accommoda-
tions and adaptations such as additional time, Braille, or
large-print tests were provided for special education students
who needed assistance. Accommodations also included
revised test directions or the use of classroom aides and/or

aids to provide additional help.

The accommodations must match those included in each
student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or
section 504 Plan for classwork throughout the year.

What was done to help English learners?

English learners, who had been enrolled in the district less
than 12 months or who have an Individualized Education
Program (IEP), could use special accommodations for the
California Standards Tests and Stanford 9 if the local school
board had adopted a policy to allow this assistance. These
accommodations could include using a bilingual dictionary
and/or having their teachers translate the test directions.

What if a student was absent on testing days or missed
one part of the required tests?

Schools provided at least two test makeup dates. These
makeup dates are announced with the testing schedule
each year.

Reporting STAR Results

How and when do parents/guardians get their
student's test results?

Each student’s test results must be reported to parents/
guardians within 20 working days after the school district
receives them. In most cases these reports are mailed. Group
results by grade level for each school, district, county, and
the state will be posted on the Internet on August 15, 2002.

Reporting 2002 STAR Results to Parents/Guardians

Questions and Answers for Parents/Guardians

Results for the California Standards Tests and the Stanford 9
are on one report. Results for the SABE/2 are reported
separately.

How are individual test results for STAR 2002 reported
for students?

The overall results for the 2002 California Standards Tests
include the scale score and the performance level achieved
for each subject area tested. There are five performance levels
students can achieve: advanced, proficient, basic, below
basic, and far below basic. The levels indicate how well
students met state academic content standards for each
subject area tested. The goal is to have all students perform-
ing at proficient and advanced levels.

The writing samples in grades 4 and 7 received separate
scores that were combined with scores for the multiple-
choice questions for writing to determine the performance
levels for English-Language Arts. In addition, the score for
each student’s writing sample is reported separately as the
Writing Applications standard.

The Stanford 9 results are reported as national percentiles. A
national percentile compares the student’s results with scores
of a national sample of students in the same grade that was
tested at the same time of the school year. SABE/2 results are
reported as reference group percentiles.

What is a scale score?

The results of the California Standards Tests are reported in
terms of a numerical scale. This scale score shows whether
one score is above or below another and how close the scores
are to each other. Scale scores can be combined for groups of
students and allow for comparisons, individually, between
groups, and over time.

Is the California Reading List Number on the 2002
STAR Performance Report?

Yes. For the third year, a California Reading List Number
directs students, parents/guardians, and teachers to a list of
state-recommended books that are at a student’s reading
level. The Reading List Number is tied to a student’s
Reading Comprehension score on the Stanford 9 and
ranges from 1-13+.

California Department of Education
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How are individual test results for 2002 Stanford 9

reported for students with IEP or 504 Plans?

The Stanford 9 results for students with special needs

include only the number of questions answered correctly if:

¢ students took the test in Braille, or

¢ students took a test that is intended for students two or
more grade levels below the grade they would be assigned
to in a regular program.

Stanford 9 results for students with special needs include all
test scores but are designated as a “non-standard test admin-
istration” if:

* students were given extra time to take the test,

* students were given special assistance, or

¢ students used a revised test form.

What about Stanford 9 results for English Learners?

Stanford 9 results for English Learners include all scores, but

are designated as a “non-standard test administration” if

students:

* used a bilingual dictionary

* had their teacher translate the test directions

* used any of the non-standard accommodations listed
above

How are the individual results for the California
Standards Tests reported for students with IEPs, section
504 Plans, or for English Learners?

California Standards Tests results for students with IEPs, 504
Plans, or English Learners include all scores, whether or not
accommodations were used.

Using STAR Results

How are the STAR test results used?

Teachers, parents, and students use individual STAR results
to help monitor each student’s progress toward achieving
state academic content standards for the subject areas tested.
Individual student results are merged to prepare grade-level
reports by subject area for each school, district, county, and
the state. The results are used with other information about
student achievement to help make decisions about ways to
improve student learning and school programs.

Reporting 2002 STAR Results to Parents/Guardians

Questions and Answers for Parents/Guardians

Stanford 9 test results for the 2002 administration will be used
to calculate the 2002 Academic Performance Index (API) for
schools throughout California. The API, a major component
of the state’s new accountability program, is used to rank the
academic performance of schools, set targets for growth, and
monitor progress over time.

Can results from the STAR tests be used to determine if a
student should be retained?

A district may use these results with other information about
student achievement to make decisions about student reten-
tion. Test scores by themselves should never be used to make a
promotion/retention decision.

Can the California Standards Tests and Stanford 9 scores
be put into student transcripts?

Yes, but parents/guardians must approve the release of tran-
scripts that include these scores. If parents/guardians do not
want the scores included, the school must provide transcripts
without the scores.

Are there any rewards for students who do well on the
STAR tests?

The Governor’s Scholars Program awards $1,000 scholarships
to students in grades 9, 10, and 11 whose reading and
mathematics scores on the Stanford 9 and California Standards
Tests in English-Language Arts are among the top 5 percent of
statewide scores or the top 10 percent of scores in their junior
high school (grade 9) or comprehensive senior high school.
Students also may earn a $2,500 Governor’s Math and Science
Award by achieving qualifying scores on one authorized math
exam and one authorized science exam. Students must be
enrolled in a California public school for twelve continuous
months prior to taking the authorized examinations.

The ScholarShare Investment Board in the state treasurer’s
office administers the Scholar programs. Detailed information
about the program can be found at www.scholarshare.com.

How can parents/guardians get their questions about
STAR, their student's results, or the APl answered?
Parents/guardians should begin with their student’s teachers.
Additional information may be available through the school
principal or counselor. Questions about the STAR Program
also can be directed to the STAR test coordinator at the school
district office.

California Department of Education
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STAR Tests Students Took in 2002

Test

California Standards Tests

Grade Levels Tested

English-Language Arts

All students in grades 2-11

Writing Sample

All students taking grades 4 & 7 tests, including
students taking these tests out-of-level

Mathematics

All students in grades 2-7

General Mathematics

All students in grades 8 & 9 not enrolled in a
standards-based math course, or enrolled in the
first year of a two-year algebra | course

Algebra |, Geometry, or Integrated
Mathematics 1 or 2

Grade 8-11 students enrolled in the course or
who completed the course during this school
year

Algebra Il/Probability and Statistics or
Integrated Mathematics 3

Grade 8-11 students enrolled in the course and
grade 8-10 students who completed the course
this school year

High School Mathematics

Students who completed Algebra Il or
Integrated Math 3 before testing began

Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
or one of four Integrated Science tests

Grade 9-11 students who were enrolled in or
had completed a standards-based science
course

History-Social Science

All students in grades 9-11

Stanford 9

Reading, Language, and Mathematics

All students in grades 2-11

Spelling

All students in grades 2-8

History-Social Science and Science

All students in grades 9-11

SABE/2

All Spanish-speaking English learners in grades
2-11 enrolled in California public schools less
than 12 months*

Reading, Language, Mathematics,
and Spelling

Designated students in grades 2-11

Word Analysis

Designated students in grades 2 and 3

California Department of Education
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2002 Stanford 9, Form T, and California Standards Tests

Number of Test Items and Testing Time at Each Grade Level

Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade4 | Grade5 Grade6 | Grade7 | Grade 8 Grade 9 | Grade 10 | Grade 11
Test Levels sl lalelalelalelelelelelelelelelelolz]n
s &2 | Efe | E|s|E|2 | Efe | E|2 | E|2 | Ef2|E]2 &
Stanford 9, Form T
Word Study Skills 48 25
Reading Vocabulary 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20 30 20
Reading Comprehension 40 40 54 50 54 50 54 50 54 50 54 50 54 50 54 40 54 40 54 40
Mathematics 48 45 48 45 48 45
Mathematics: Problem Solving 46 50 46 50 48 50 48 50 48 50 50 50 52 50
Mathematics: Procedures 28 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
Language 44 40 48 45 48 45 48 45 48 45 48 45 48 45 48 40 48 40 48 40
Spelling (required grades 2-8 only) 30 25 30 25 30 25 30 25 30 25 30 25 30 25
Science (required grades 9-11 only) 40 20 40 20 40 20
Social Science (required grades 9-11 only) 40 20 40 20 40 20
STAR California Standards Tests* *
Language Arts Part 1*** 17 40 11 40
Language Arts Part 2% * * 18 30 24 30
Language Arts 35 65 35 65 35 65 35 65 35 75 35 75 35 75 35 75
Writing Test 1 60 1 60
History-Social Science (two sessions)* *** 30 40 30 40 30 40
Science (two sessions)* * * * 30 45 30 45 30 45
Mathematics Part 1 24 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 33 75 33 75 33 75 33 75
Mathematics Part 2 26 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 25 55 32 75 32 75 32 75 32 75
Total Items and Testing Time * 351 | 410 323 | 400 | 326 | 455 | 325 | 395 | 325 | 395 328 | 455 | 344 | 445 | 480 | 580 | 480 | 580 | 480 | 580

February 2002

* Testing time in minutes—add 10 minutes to each subtest to distribute materials, give directions, and collect materials.
** All times are approximate for scheduling. Except for the Writing Tests for grades 4 and 7, the Standards Tests are untimed.
*** Language Arts Parts 1 and 2 for grades 2 and 3 must be administered in a single session with a 10-minute break between the two parts.
**** Times listed for science and history-social science are for each session. Science Tests are course specific.



2002 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

SABE/2, by Grade Level
Number of Test Items and Testing Time

Grade 2 Grade 3 Grades 4-11
Test Levels " " "
Items Time* Items Time* Items Time*
Fonética
38 35 24 22
(Word Analysis)
Vocabulario 25 19 30 30 45 29
(Vocabulary)
Comp.rension de |ectur.o 25 08 30 36 45 45
(Reading Comprehension)
Céleulos m.afemaﬁcos . 20 18 36 34 40 33
(Mathematics Computation)
Aplicaciones y conceptos matemdticos
31 34 40 33 45 37
(Mathematics Concepts and Applications)
Ortographia 20 19 22 21 20 19
(Spelling)
Mayuscu!as y puntuacién 29 31 2% 35 97 97
(Mechanics)
Expresién
30 35 38 44
(Expression) Grade 4
28 28
Grades 5-6
41 40
Grades 7-11
40 39
Destrezas de estudio
(Study Skills)** Grade 4
28 31
Grades 5-11
27 30
Total ltems and Testing Time * 211 219 246 255
Grade 4
278 249
Grades 5-6
290 260
Grades 7-11
289 259

February 2002

*

In minutes
Optional

*k





